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About this issue

Understanding how animals extract nutrients from their
food is a fundamental question in biology. Currently, we
lack a comprehensive understanding of intraoral food
processing and post-esophageal nutrient extraction. This
special issue aims to unify these two distinct approaches,
treating them as a functional continuum. Moreover,
there's a bias toward vertebrate studies in feeding
mechanics research. By incorporating insights from both
vertebrate and invertebrate researchers, we hope to
promote comprehensive, comparative research on food
processing and nutrient absorption. The papers in this
issue contribute in three areas: promoting a functional-
comparative approach, quantifying performance, and
emphasizing the impact of life history, food composition,
and external factors in the study of oral food processing
and nutrient assimilation.

Access content online at bit.ly/PTB1891

Purchase the print issue at the reduced price of £40
(usual price £65) by contacting our sales team
(sales@royalsociety.org) and quoting promotional code
TB1891.
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Front image: A Mexican salamander or Axolotl (Ambystoma mexicanum) with
craniofacial bones (grey) and muscle (red) superimposed. The small blue and red
circles represent metal implants that are used as marker pairs to measure skeletal
movements via X-ray Reconstruction of Moving Morphology (XROMM) and muscle
length-changes during chewing and transport. See Spence et al. in this issue for
details. Image credit: Jacob Solomon.
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